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The 12th European Orchestra Festival post in Plovdiv, Bulgaria postponed to
2022.



Save the date: 8 May 2021, General Assembly



EOFed online conference on 1-11-2020



New member from Slovakia, a short introduction



International BTHVN conference and orchestra in Germany



Survey from LSO network (Late Starters)



Last but not least: news from members.

12th European Orchestra Festival postponed to 2022
EOFed had to make the decision to postpone the European Orchestra Festival to
2022,due to the current situation that limits travelling abroad. We were all looking
forward to this wonderful event but a organising a succesfull festival in May 2021 now
is not realistic.

We hope that the orchestras that wanted to participate in 2021 will come to Plovdiv a
year later with a lot of other orchestras from all over Europe.

The dates and updated festival regulations will be announced later, in the
beginning of 2021.

European Orchestra Federation will hold its General Assembly on 8 May
2021 (online)!
The agenda and all details of the meeting will be announced later. All members of EOFed please save the date!

The European Orchestra Federation (EOFed) held an online conference on 1st
November

More than 30 participants from 16 countries joined this meeting! It was a lively and
positive meeting where members participated with questions and suggestions during
the meeting and in the chat. It was a good opportunity to get to know each other, to
find out about each others projects and to share solutions to existing problems.

In the first part of the meeting the report on the survey of the music libraries of EOFed
members was presented. International lending of sheet music between EOFed
members was discussed.

The second part of the conference focused on EOFed and its activities. Participants
were provided with information about the 12th European Orchestra Festival in 2022 in
Plovdiv (Bulgaria). Other projects of EOFed were presented too. Members told about
their plans and events. The conference discussed more cooperation between
members. It was a great chance to share ideas and projects. EOFed plans to
continue these online meetings in the future.

19 members of EOFed were present: national orchestra federations; music
organisations and individual orchestras; board members and librarians of EOFed

members; orchestra managers; conductors and festival organizers. Members from
Germany, Switzerland, Norway, the Netherlands, Estonia, Finland, Latvia, Lithuania,
Austria, Hungary, Montenegro, Bulgaria, Liechtenstein, Ireland, United Kingdom and
Italy.

EOFed has a new member - String Orchestra "Musica Iuvenalis" from
Slovakia joined EOFed.
Another country in EOFed! Now 19 European countries represented.

A short introduction of the orchestra:
This high level chamber orchestra operates in Košice and it was founded in 1964. The
members of the orchestra are mainly high school and university students, who devote
themselves to music mainly as amateurs, next to their work as doctors, teachers,
engineers, entrepreneurs. Some of them are professional musicians.

The orchestra has performed in many European countries, participated in international
festivals and has been successful in orchestra competitions. The orchestra plays an
important role in local cultural life. The artistic director and conductor of the orchestra is dr.
Igor Dohovič, who is also conductor to the Košice Opera Theatre and worked with many
professional and youth orchestras. Their website:

http://musicaiuvenalis.sk/

With the help of this member EOFed plans to create a database of existing Slovakian youth
and amateur orchestras and so help to found a national orchestra federation in Slovakia like
it exists in their neighbouring countries (Czech Republic and Hungary).
EOFed is working to attract new members still.

BTHVN 2021
The German Association of Amateur Orchestras invites to its
international project
A project by the German Association of Amateur Orchestras (BDLO), in cooperation
with the European Orchestra Federation (EOFed)
and the World Federation of Amateur Orchestras (WFAO),
funded by the
Federal Government Commissioner for Culture and the Media (BKM)
on the occasion of the 250th Beethoven Anniversary.

For more information click: www.bthvn2021.com

STRINGS ACROSS THE OCEANS took place on ZOOM on Saturday 21st
November.

300 musicians took part in this wonderful event of the Late Starters Orchestra
network. Players from all over the world joined (New York, Berlin, Brussels, London,
Yorkshire, the Netherlands, Singapore, Madrid and Ireland). Under the great direction
of Seamus Doyle we all played along with recordings by St Agnes Studio Ensemble.

Pages and pages of Zoomers were happy to play together, to see each other. It was
nice to hear from a few representatives of LSO orchestras and from a few special
guests: composer and conductor, Atso Almila from Finland and Jüri-Ruut Kangur,
president of EOFed from Estonia. I myself was joining as vice-president of EOFed
(being linked to the LSO network since february 2020 in Dublin) but mostly as a violin
player who wanted to see for herself if this would be fun. And it was! It was a
wonderful, inspiring event. You may see for yourself:

Strings Across the

Oceans Concert.
A very big "Thank you" to the Irish organisation, to Joanna Crooks, Denise Ni
Dhuibhir and all the others from the LSO network who made this very special event
possible.

Nelleke Geusebroek

A few quotes from the organisation:

It provided motivation for weeks of learning and a real sense of bringing people
together from many countries in real time through music. Covid-19 in every country
has highlighted the role played by music and the arts in helping individuals to cope
through difficult months.

Late starter musicians are players who started to learn a string instrument as adults of
all ages without a previous background in music. There are others who played
another instrument, often piano and who started to learn an orchestral instrument in
order to play in an orchestra. There are players who played as kids and returned to
their instrument after years, maybe several decades.

For more info see: www.lsonet.com

Survey LSOnet

(Late Starters Orchestra network)

:

A request.

We are working on a video project that we hope will highlight not only the joys of
being a part of this specific community, but also some of the broader benefits
that groups like these foster on on a global scale. We want to create something
that helps legitimize and value the contributions that late-starter musicians bring
to the world. To broaden contents of the video, we want to hear what music, and
most importantly, participation in a late-starters group, means to members of the
LSO Network. Link to survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WRTPZ76
We would very much appreciate survey takers from near and far! The survey is
brief and should not take more than a few minutes.
THANK YOU for helping!!! Elena Rahona (NYLSO) and Melanie
Reineke (Happy Strings)
LSO Zoom Meeting

News from members

Italy: Let’s Start Playing Again –

AIMA could give concerts during summer and into autumn with
instructions for AIMA Musicians and Audiences
These measures were adopted when “Phase 3” began in June, and were adapted
according to current restrictions in force. At the time of writing, Milan has gone back into a
lockdown as a result of the spread of covid.

Latvian Orchestras Association (LOA)
Compared to other countries, the incidence rate in Latvia is not the highest, but since
October it has increased significantly. The unclear situation in cultural life, as well as the
distanced learning process in our schools & high schools, creates tension in many people.
From November until December 6th we have again been in an emergency situation and all
concerts have been canceled or postponed to the next year. Professional collectives are
allowed to work, some rehearsals with students may take place in person.
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